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lately no lice were to be found. The itching never appeared until the tem¬ 
perature had reached 38.5° C. 

This invasion of the human body by monkey-lice during febrile attacks 
indicates that the conditions regulating this form of parasitism have perhaps 
more to do with the temperature of the affected species than with special 
peculiarities. The author holds that the parasites must certainly have found 
favorable conditions for life in these cases, as the nits of the lice were found 
attached to the pubic and axillary hairs. 

The author thinks that these cases may help to explain certain historical 
ones, where dead individuals were so suddenly invaded by lice that they were 
supposed to have generated from the corpse. As the author remarks, the 
hygienic conditions in those days left much to be desired, and no doubt, in 
many instances, the individuals died with elevated temperatures .—Complct 
JRendut de la Sociclc de Biologic, November 1,1895. 
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A Contribution to the Surgery of the Hypertrophied Prostate. 

Band (Annah of Surgery, August, 1895) Bays that the operation of castra¬ 
tion for the relief of hypertrophy of the prostate has been followed by a suffi¬ 
cient number of successful results to warrant even the most conservative 
surgeons in advising it in selected cases. 

After a discussion of his results in operations by other methods, the author 
reporta the two following cases in which he has performed castration: 

Case I. —The patient was fifty-eight years of age, and gave a history of 
having had more or less difficulty in urinating for ten or twelve years. 
Thirty-five years ago he had a single attack of gonorrhoea of moderate 
severity and short duration. For several years he had been told that he had 
hypertrophy of the prostate, and has had more or less incontinence, which 
has grown rapidly worse of late, so that for the past two years the dribbling 
of nrine has been so nearly constant that he has been prevented from doing 
any active work. Five and a half ounces of urine were present at the first 
catheterization. His general condition was bad, and there were evidences of 
degenerative changes in his vascular system. He had not received even tem¬ 
porary relief from previous treatment. 
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Great difficulty was experienced in catheterization, owiDg to obstruction in 
the prostatic urethra; nothing, as a rule, but a long, curved, silver catheter 
could be passed. Length of the urethra about eight and a half inches. There 
was a stricture of large calibre in the penile urethra, and one at the bulbo- 
membranous junction, but it did not seem that they were responsible for any 
of his symptoms. An examination showed the lateral lobes moderately en¬ 
larged, the right a little more than the left. Small Van Buren’s sounds were 
passed with difficulty. 

Castration was accepted by the patient, and both testicles were removed 
February 24,1895. He had been suffering from catheter-fever prior to oper¬ 
ation. Highest temperature after operation, 101.4° F.; normal after third 
day. The catheter was passed every four or five hours to prevent soiling of 
the dressings. The house-surgeon found catheterization more easy each day, 
and soon was able to use a soft-rubber instrument There was no pain what¬ 
ever as a result of operation. The second day after operation he voided 
twelve ounces of urine voluntarily at different times during the day, and, 
while there was no noticeable increase in the volume of the stream, there 
was a marked diminution in the straining to which he had been so long 
subject 

The third night after operation catheterization was neglected, and he had 
some overflow. The following morning eight ounces were, withdrawn, and 
during that day he passed it without assistance. Six days after operation 
the amount of residual urine had fallen to a half ounce. The day following 
there was none. At times, however, during the following week there would 
be more or less residual urine present. 

On March 17th, eighteen days after operation, the first appreciable dimi¬ 
nution in the lateral lobes was noticed, but that of the median portion was 
most marked, a sound passing into the bladder as though the former obstruc¬ 
tion had been largely removed. 

After going several days without catheterization, five ounces of residual 
urine were found, showing an atonic bladder. 

On April 5th continuous improvement in his local symptoms could be 
noted. He felt as if his urine passed naturally, and had no straining what¬ 
ever. Residual urine was generally absent or present only in small amount— 
an ounce or less. He had, however, considerable of his former inability to 
retain urine when once the desire came to void it. The interval between 
the acts of urination was growing longer—two honrs, and at times three. 
Length of urethra seven and a half inches. Prostate as felt by the rectum much 
smaller, and a small-sized sound dropped into the bladder by its own weight. 

Case II,—Patient sixty-nine years of age; had had for the past nine years 
frequent urination associated with straining and pain during the act; has 
urinated every two hours during the night and every hour during the day 
for the most of the past two years; exceptionally only every three hours. 
Straining has been constant, and has become progressively worse. He had 
never had retention of urine, and gave no venereal history. Has during the 
past year been losing weight, and has suffered much from loss of sleep. 
Sexual desire has been practically absent for some time. The length of the 
urethra was nine inches, and the bladder contained four ounces of residual 
urine. There was moderate enlargement of the median portion of the pros- 



